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Close Read: "The Wolf and the Lean Dog" 

Grade 3, Unit 3B 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: This is a Native American Folktale. A traditional story from the 
Mohawk Indians that has been passed down from one generation to the next.  
 
You will close read this text and answer the questions on the following pages. Make 
sure to follow each of the directions below. 
 
 
DIRECTIONS: 
 

(1) Read to get the gist. Read the whole text from beginning to end one time to get 
a sense of what it's about. 

 
(2) Reread the text closely. 

! While you reread, circle any words that you don’t know. Try to figure out 
what the words mean. Can you tell from context clues? Can you look it 
up? Can you ask someone? Keep a list of the words. 

! After you reread, write the gist in the space provided. 
! After you reread, answer the questions. Write your answers in the chart. 

 
(3) Write your analysis of the text. Complete the chart on page 3. Then, read the 

question at the top of page 5 and write your paragraph in the space provided. 
MAKE SURE TO USE EVIDENCE FROM THE TEXT! 
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Focus: The Wolf and the Lean Dog 
 

What is the GIST of this section? Why do you think so? (1-2 sentences) 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
(1) Why did the wolf 
want to eat a lean dog? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) What are two details 
in the story that tell you 
why the wolf agrees to 
let the dog go? 
 

 

 

(3) Why is the wolf 
unable to eat the dog 
when he returns for the 
feast? 
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Write About the Text 

DIRECTIONS: A character trait is a word that describes what a character is like on the 
inside. The Traits Word Bank on the next page has some examples of common 
character traits. Use the chart to record three character traits for the wolf. Then, record 
evidence from the text that helps you prove each trait. 
 

Trait Evidence 
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TRAITS WORD BANK 

Foolish Trustworthy Hard-Working Active 

Active Generous Independent Silly 

Loyal Honest Quiet Clumsy 
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Write About the Text 
 
Prompt: What is the wolf's most important character trait? Use your trait and evidence 
chart from page 3 to help you write a paragraph in which you do the following: 

! Clearly identify the wolf's most important character trait. 
! Give evidence from the text that supports the trait you chose. 
! Explain WHY your evidence shows that the trait you chose is the most important. 
! Check your work for complete sentences (make sure to use capital letters!) and 

to make sure you used your best spelling. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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“The Wolf and the Lean Dog”

A Wolf prowling near a village one evening met a Dog. It happened to be a very lean and bony Dog, 
and Master Wolf would have turned up his nose at such meager fare had he not been more hungry 
than usual. So he began to edge toward the Dog, while the Dog backed away.

“Let me remind your lordship,” said the Dog, his words interrupted now and then as he dodged a snap 
of the Wolf’s teeth, “how unpleasant it would be to eat me now. Look at my ribs. I am nothing but 
skin and bone. But let me tell you something in private. In a few days my master will give a wedding 
feast for his only daughter. You can guess how fine and fat I will grow on the scraps from the table. 
Then is the time to eat me.”

The Wolf could not help thinking how nice it would be to have a fine fat Dog to eat instead of the 
scrawny object before him. So he went away pulling in his belt and promising to return.

Some days later the Wolf came back for the promised feast. He found the Dog in his master’s yard, 
and asked him to come out and be eaten.

“Sir,” said the Dog, with a grin, “I shall be delighted to have you eat me. I’ll be out as soon as the 
porter opens the door.”

But the “porter” was a huge Dog whom the Wolf knew by painful experience to be very unkind 
toward wolves. So he decided not to wait and made off as fast as his legs could carry him.

Take what you can get when you can get it.

The Project Gutenberg EBook of The Æsop for Children. "The Wolf and the Lean Dog". Project Gutenberg, 2006. 42. Web. 2014.






































































































